
Minutes of the Town of Farmington
Regular Town Council Meeting

February L6,2O2L
Zoom Webinar Meeting due to the COVIDlg pandemic

Attending:
C. J. Thomas, Chair
Joe Capodiferro
Brian F. X. Connolly
Christopher Fagan
Edward Giannaros
Peter Mastrobattista
Gary Palumbo

Kathy Blonski, Town Manager
Paula B. Ray, Clerk

A. Call to Order

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

B. Pledge of Allegiance

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

C. Public Comment

The Clerk read into the record the public comment from Steven and Michelle Tillona of
125 Main street recorded with these minutes as Agenda Item c-1.

John Renehan of 27 Main Street read into the record the public comment recorded
with these minutes as Agenda Item C-2.

Tim Kelly of 62 westview Terrace asked the following questions:
o what was the square footage of the proposed high school building?
o How many discrete classrooms are included in the facility design?
o What is the cost to repurpose the 9OO wing?

Matt Hutvagner of 4 Deepwood Road told the Council he continued to be a supporter
of the Farmington High School project and looked forward to the next steps. HL asked
the Council to consider tax abatements for elderly who might not be able to afford a
tax increase to support the project.
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D. Consideration of Special Topics

1. Survey Results Presentation by Ira Yellen, Tatl Timbers Marketing

Mr. Ira Yellen, Tall Timbers Marketing reviewed the findings of the town wide survey
done regarding the project and answered Council questions using the presentation
recorded with these minutes as Agenda Item D-1.

2. Financial Forecast Presentation by Joe Swetcky, Finance Director

Joseph Swetsky, Finance Director gave a financial forecast for the Town of Farmington
for the next eight years. He explained the impact of the Farmington High School
Building Project and the other currently known capital projects were included in the
forecast and answered Council questions using the worksheets recorded with these
minutes as Agenda Item D-2.

3. Discussion of Next Steps for the FHS Building Project

Meghan Guerrera, Chair of the Farmington High School Building Committee, the
Manager and Kathryn Krajewski, Assistant Town Manager discussed next steps for the
project with the Council. After discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to try
to move forward with a Special Town Meeting on the project on May 24,2021 and a
referendum on June 3,2021.

E. New Business

1. To establish a Town Council Ad- Hoc Committee to review the options for the
future use of the 1928 building to add as a separate referendum question

Motion was made and seconded (Mastrobattista/Capodiferro) to establish a Town
Council Ad-Hoc Committee to review options for the future use of ttre 1928 building to
add as a separate referendum question.

Motion was made and seconded (Mastrobattista/Capodiferro) to table the motion until
a future date.

Adopted unanimously

F. Executive Session

There were no Executive Sessions held.
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G. Adjournment

Motion was made and seconded (Mastrobattista/Capodiferro) to adjourn tJre meeting
at 9:08 p.m.

Adopted unanimously

Respectfully submitted,

Vo^fuJa' fa"+
Paula B. Ray, Clerk U
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Agenda Ilevn C -1

Who we are: Steven and Michelle Tillona, 125 Main Street, Farmington, CT

About Us:
o Together with Bruce Charette and Dan B-ailey we co-purchased the former Villanova

prJperty lot at '123 Main Street within theTarmington Historic district in September 2012

o Steven has been a resident of Farmington for 20 years, and Michelle for 8 years

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to express our support for Evan Honeyman as the duly

elected Farmington Historic District Commission Chair.

This is the Evan nevman we know: The son of very good friends of ours, Steve has known

Evan his entire life. lt has been terrific to witness a Magna Cum Laude graduate from BentleY

achieve his Suma Cum Laude MBA and recognized by Hartford Business Journal as an "Top 40

Under 40 person to watch." As we observe him display professional maturity, patience, poise

and a positive outlook through the turbulence swirling around the position of Chair, he certainly

is an "Top 40 Under 40 person to watch," and is a leader by example.

The points we wish to make: 
.

1. Wftibfvan was appointed to the Commission as w\ere others preceding him, he was

duly e/ecfed to the position of Chair. \

2. Tne Commission by-laws are specific. Evan's election has been upheld pursuant to the

by-laws, state statute and case law in three separate evaluations by law firms

experienced in dealing with municipalities.
3. As taxpayers, these evaluations are sufficient.
4. lt is imperative that the by-laws of any municipal commission, society or committee be

adhered to. Chaos results when subjective exceptions occur.

It is important to acknowledge Jay Bombara's dedication, support and knowledge of

Farmington's history. He is generous with his time and his efforts to preserve Farmington's

historiciharacter. We've witnessed it first-hand. Such passion makes Farmington a better

place. His vote on the commission is equalto Evan's vote.
The Farmington Historic District is to be managed and preserved for the pleasure of all, not just

those who reside in the Historic District. We believe Evan understands this. His great-great-

great grandparents donated generously to create aesthetically pleasing structures existing on

illain Street today. We have-been blessed with the good fortune to be able to afford to live in

the district.
Given Evan's legitimate election as Chair, the Commission, on behalf of the residents of

Farmington, gives all of us an opportunity to reap the benefit of Evan's talents.

Let's le[the Commission do its work. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to express our

thoughts.



h3enda T-len^ C-L

February 76,2O2L

Town Council Members,

As your constituents, we are writing to share our view regarding the leadership of the Farmington
Historic District Commission (FHDC). Our town is differentiated from other towns because of our
proactive preservation of historic homes and buildings, We believe the eight members of the FHOC

serve as critical stewards who are charged with the preservation and protection of our historic district.

It has been brought to our attention that there is a dispute on who should serve as chair of the
commission in 2O2L. Based on our understanding of the situation, we strongly advocate for Jay

Bombara to serve as chair as we believe he is the most qualified candidate for the role.

You all were elected to serve our town. Please listen to us on this issue and remember that the FHDC is

a nonpartisan town commission whose actions should never be influenced or governed by any
Republican or Democratic committee. We are counting on all of you to be more transparent and

inclusive as you consider appointments for town committees in the future.

Sincerely,

Concerned Residents of Farmington

Dan Bailey, L23 Main Street

Erik Baldovi, 113 Main Street

Paul Canning, L43 Main Street

Luma Chalabi, 10 Nadia's Way

Bruce Charette, 123 Main Street

Rena Charette, L23 Main Street



Cynthia Cooper, L27 Main Street

Martin Cooper, 127 Main Street

Portia Corbett, 11 & 21 Mountain Sprins Road

Tim Corbett, Li. & 21 Mountain Sprins Road

Mike Cheshire, 22 Mountain Road

Martha Cheshire,22 Mountain Road

Bruce Edgren, LL6 Main Street

Nicole Falciano, 113 Main Street

Christopher Hardiman, 20 Garden Street

Pamela Hardiman 20 Garden Street

Loftus Jestin, 103 Main Street

Amanda Kice,32 Colton Street

Greg Kice,32 Colton Street

Sonya Kix,52 Garden Street

Paul Kix, 52 Garden Street

Tamra Lair, 116 Main Street

Marie Lavendier, 143 Main Street

Brad Leypold, 18 High Street

Sara Loughman, 118 Main Street

Tom Loughman, 118 Main Street

Meg Lyons,50 High Street

Tom Lyons,50 High Street

James Moses, 33 High Street

Erin Moses,33 Hieh Street



Ann W Mullen,40 High Street

Richard T. Mullen Jr.40 High Street

Daniel Petruzella, 32 High Street

Stacey Petruzella, 32 High Street

Brie Quinby, 148 Main Street

John Renehan,2T Main Street

Kristen Renehan, 27 Main Street

Ted Sanford, L8 Mountain Road

Liz Sanford, 18 Mountain Road

Monique Schatten, 6 Hatters Lane

Richard Schatten, 6 Hatters Lane

YY Shin, 18 High Street

Christina Smith,46 High Street

Filomena Soyster, 164 Main Street

Tom Soyster, L64 Main Street

Beatrice C. Stockwell, 25 Waterville Road

Barbara Ludlow Taussig, 21 Main Street

Sarah Willett, 54 Garden Street

Scott Willett, 54 Garden Street
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Summary report for the Farmington Town Council
of the FHS Building Gommittee newsletter and survey
sent to all Farmington* households in January 2021

*lncludes: All of Farmington and Unionville



G
MARKETING

Overview of Tall Timbers Marketing

Tall Timbers Marketing, Glastonbury, was retained to counsel the Farmington High
School Building Committee's (FHSBC) goal of informing Farmington residents about
why a new high school is being recommended, and to respond in a timely manner,
using various communication tools, to town residents' questions.

They have over 3O-years' experience with similar types of public schools' capital
projects, and most recently with Mansfield, Windham, and East Granby.

3FHSBC Survey Summary Report February L6,2027



Deor Forminqlon Resident,

A new yeoi is upon us, ond ihe Forrninglon High School Building Committee {FHSBC) wonts to updoie
you oboul the proposed high school project. As wilh other Conneclicut cities ond bwns, COVID-19 hos

been disruptive ond dillicult for our communily. Despite lhe chollenges oi 2020, our commiilee hqs b,een

worklng dlllgentiy to ossess ond recommend options lor S,e high-school.

FHSBC wos esioblished by ihe Forminglon Torvn Council on Morch 26,2O19. The Commlilee includes

communily menrbers, elecbcl officiols, ond odministroiion ond sioll nrenrbers from ihe Town o[ Formington

ond Formingion Public Schools.

The FHSBC's work is progressing in lwo phoses.

Strlue: Complele. The Formingion Town Council hos recommended ond opproved the option io

build o new high school.

Slalus ln process. On Moy )2, 202A, ihe row'n Council ploced the FHSBC on pouse due to the

economic condiiions ond lncerioinlies from COVID-I9. The Torvn Council recently iemoved the FHSBC

from pouse, whlch ollcws us io continue our work in occordonce rvilh ilre commjiiee chorge ond begin
regulor commrnicotion wiih Formington residenfs.

The lost two poges o[ this newsletter include o brief survey thd will help us besl inform you oboul
the proposed high school project ond the plonned referendum dole. We cppreciote you toking
the time to respond lo this survey. Pleose respond by Februory 8,2021.

A Speciol Town Council Meeling will be held in Februory, where on onolysis ol ihe ccmmuniv survey

resuhs will be presenieo io Town Council. During this meeting we onticipole selling o timefrome fot tire

relerendum. ln the upcoming monlhs, you will recelve onother newsletter thol wili reporl resulis of the

communlly survey, proiecl timelines, consiruciion cosl esiimotes ond tox impocf detoils.

FHSBC wonts Forminglon residenis io hove oll ihe informotion you require lo moke cn inlormed clecision

once o referendum dole ls sei. We will continue lo reoch oul to you regulorly with updotes.

5.rce'e1,,

Meghon Guerrero, Formington High School Building CommiFee Chcir

Pleose vlsit our websile, www.fhsbuildingproiect.org for project informotion ond updoies.

ffi
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The Process

The first step was to understand what the community does and does not know about
the project. The survey is part of a comprehensive planning process and is based
upon the FHSBC proposed recommendation to build a new high school facility on
the current municipal complex.

It was sent to every household in Farmington. The responses provided FHSBC the
best ways to communicate on the progress of the project.

There were two components of the survey.
o The first component is a summary of the quantitative findings.
o The second component provides the qualitative (anecdotal) comments.

The comments, along with the detailed quantitative findings, mostly reflect the
qualitative findings and will be listed in its entirety on the website.

5FHSBC Survey Summary Report February t6,2027



PleaseuseaPENtofillincirclescompletelylikethis:anotlikethis:gBO Fototttrl05[oXlIllfi.t*_

l. The Farmington High Sch@l Euilding Committft hd worked
during this year on a c@rse ofactions to ensure the pmject
will bedesigned to meetthe educationaland programmatic
neds ofthe school district

Are you awarc of this commltts's work?
lOYes 2ONo 3OSomewhat

2. How important is it ior you to have cumt and future
intomation of the prcjfft sent to you?

1 O Veryimportant 30 lmportant
2O Somilhat important4o Not important

5. We would liketo knowyour priorities forthe H.S. Prcj*tto focuson.
Plffie ronkthefollowingfactoEfrcm I (high) to 6 (low)

XiCr Ln

curent eduGtional

@ other, please

5. Hw aE ,ou gefting your infomtion for the H,S. prejet?
Plffie select ail that ody

Other, Plsse id.ntifi,

Pla*ldd h h.f h.n,ee d6.4 m l&n StAPtETh.r* yoo tordnd

--
-
I

q
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1 O Y€ td6frryg6de leEl 20 t'lo
Ghd6ProPr€"K 3c)3 6c|6 909 r2o12

1 01 4O4 ?O7 !01o
2 02 50 5 EO8 rlo lt

Oher, ds€ iden$th
lO Priub(Prepdrc{itlcl
20 Outof dstict(fr$en chntat,magnef,Egbnd)
3 O OtEr(moGd, hom (hooh4 e)

lZ @rndtrda apDa€dfrd

ro
20
3O
40

l5r than 3 yeaE
4b lOFE
ll-rcy€F
Mdethan 20FR

9f,roH loMor 2or6twM€?
l0.cmilsiddtmdffis

1 O Woll tufi d 9a*tmc
20 Fuilildpen.tim€suddrt
3() R€Ored
40 fiotoBtlyrdting
sO sby{hreprqtr

3, Arc you awan or haE read the "Statement of l,l€eds'
whid outlinE ttE primary rsons for t king action of
the Frrmingion High S<hool building prcject, .nd the
dRlsion to build ns on the slsting slte?
Note: lf not, please 90 to
htto!//f hsbu ildin gorcj{t.oElstatement-of-n€eds-1

1 O Yes 2C No 3O Somewhat

4. Hile you ben to the Euilding Committe's website to
viil the architeds s(hematic and comments?

lOY$
2C) No lfnot, go to httos//ftsbuildino oroiects.o.o

I
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The Statistics:
o The newsletter/survey was sent to 11,600 households (25,422 population in

2020, CERC town profile).
o There were 1111 responses, a LB% response rate, which is much higherthan

average (2% to 4%),
o Twenty-three of the surveys were either unreadable or unscannable.
o There is confidence level of g7% of the responses. This means that even if

every household responded the responses would have been the same level of
confid en ce.

8. Htrw me haw llrred ln

Tokl Re+snsee

,l

"l

2
3
4

7

iilora thsn 30 yeare
1t-2fl IteEUE

4 to -[0 yeare
tesa than 3 yuare

I 1Eg

64S

227
n6s
86

Count

58.?6

?0'%

15t16

7Yn

Fersent
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Stsy at homa parent
Not currently worklng
Retired
Full and part-tlme *tudent
Work full or part tlrne

1114

?3
23

490
3

5?5
Count

,10. Current employmeRt statu :

Fercent

51"/6

0%
4516

lllE/
E TI'

?P/t

Tobl Responsos

-11, 
Eho y{ru currently hava a child or chlldren that ettend Farmlngtsn Publh Schoole?

Toul Responsae

:1. Are swer€ of ths butld conrrnlfreg'g rlrurk?

,l

g

3

4
5

1

2

1

2
3

8

l-ls
Yee

1056

Count

817
239

77Yr.

23%

Fercent

Somewhat
l*ls

Yee

1081
395
'142

s44
Count

3796

13%
50%

krunt
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"T
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1

2

4

x

2

9

3

Totrl Frynn*se
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High School Project Priorities to Focus On
o Enhancing Current Educational Programming
o Current Facilities Limitations

lmproving the Learning EnvironmenVFacility
o Security and Safety
o Cost and Tax

7 5o/o

76%
79%
81%
B4%

Gomments Overview (180 comments from 1088 surveys)
o Costs, taxes, and negative comments 70
o Covid-19, security, ADA and safety 12
o Questions (Timeframe, enrollment, accreditation) 27
o Recommendations and general comments 40
o Positive comments about the project 31
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Areas to focus on for community outreach and communications
o Enrollment Projections
o Specific Educational Enhancements (Learning and Facility)
o Tax lmplications for the future
o Covid-19 safety and health issues

Observations
. Reach out to Pre-K to 6th grade parents (they will be the most affected by this

effort)
. Nothing surprising about the survey results except for number of retired

responses (Over 65+ years old make up 17% of the town population, but made
up 45o/o of respondents)

. Survey provided great insight on how the FHSBC should communicate & provide
information to residents so they can make an informed decision at referendum.

FHSBC Survey Summary Report February 16,2OZt 11
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TAX AND BUDGET WORKSHEET
FINANCIAL FORECAST WITH $IIO MILLION BOND ISSUE (20 YEARS)

FYaOl2L FY2Ll22 FY22l23 FY23l24
Actual Proiected Pro.iected Projected
Budget Budcet Budset BudRet

EXPENDITURES

Education 69,976,581, 72,089,874 74,266,988 76,509,851

Town 3r,378,237 32,3t9,584 33,230,996 34,168, L10

BOE Pensions 50,000 75,000 90,000 L00,215

Debt Service 
I

5110 Mil Bond lssue
Capital lmprovements

8,837,449 
|

r.,691,983 |

8,402,347 
|

s,sge,eo+ |

7,272,203 
|

t,2L6,667
3,445,806 I

7,769,2L6
4,346,667
3,556,422

1.11-,934,250 L16,273,409 1,r9,522,660 L26,450,48rTotal

GRAND LIST

3,321,654,714Real Estate 3,222,223,680 3,244,067,61,4 3,266,45r,681
246,996,444 254,406,338Personal Property 237,81,L,9L0 239,802,373

239.93L.487 25I,977,308 256,487,102 26t,078,832Motor Vehicles

3,837,139,8833,699,967,077 3,735,847,295 3,769,935,827Total

REVENUES

Other Propertv Taxes 1,208,000 1,291,,000 L,250,000 1,250,000
Licenses and Permits 664,500 701,000 712,356 723,896
Fines and Penalties 19,500 18,500 18,500 18,500
I nterest 250,000 L25,000 125,000 12s,000
Grants 4,872,273 4,918,103 4,828,t03 4,738,r03
Service Charges 1,328,500 1,411,500 1,,426,335 1,,44r,326
Other 500,000 86r.,845 8s8,229 854,613
Westwoods Contribution 327,233 330,000 330,000 320,000
CIP Contribution 625,000
Fund Balance

9,795.006 9.656,948 9,548,523 9,471,,438Total

TAX & MILL RATE

Tax Levy t02,970,244S 707,324,46Ls s 1r0,682,r37 t17,687,043

s 3,681,467,242 5 3,722,024,660 s 3,7ss,987,064 5 2,a22,942,466
Mill Rate 27.97 28.83 29.47 30.78

Mill Rate Change (0.00) 0.87 0.63 r.32
4.4704% Change 0.00% 3.09% 2.200/o

230,632Avg Residential Assessment 226,777s 226,777s 226,777s
7,099.87Real Estate Taxes 6,342.93s s 6,539.11 6,682.7r5

4r7.1.6Dollar lncrease (0.02) 196.18 143.60
2.20%

76.46
3.09%o.00%

188lncrease due to High School Project
Percent lncrease

Debt to 7 7.2% 7.r% 9.6o/"
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TAX AND BUDGET WORKSHEET
FINANCTAL FORECAST WrTH $110 MTLLTON BOND rSSUE (20 YEARS)

FY24l2s FY25l26 FY26l27 FY27l28
Proiected Proiected Proiected Proiected
Budget Budset Budget Budget

EXPENDITURES

Education 78,820,448 8t,200,826 83,653,091 86,r79,4L4
Town 35,l_31,65L 36,L22,364 37,1.41,,01,4 38,188,39r"

BOE Pensions 111,589 I24,255 r.38,358 154,06L
Debt Service 

I

5110 Mil Bond lssue
Capital lmprovements

8,190,429 
|

6,033,709
3,667,624 |

8,321,178 
|

7,682,376
3,773,0s9 |

7,687,03s 
1

7,999,376
3,8s8,58s I

8,tr4,862
7,947,7O9
3,979,r02

Total 131,955,451 r37,224,057 140,376,459 144,563,540

GRAND LIST

Real Estate 3,344,s74,I31 3,367,65L,693 3,390,888,490 3,4L4,285,620
Personal Property 262,038,528 269,899,683 277,996,674 286,336,s74
Motor Vehicles 265,752.r43 270,509,L06 275,35t,2r9 280.280,006

Total 3,872,364,802 3,908,060,483 3,944,236,383 3,980,902,200

REVENUES

Other Propertv Taxes 1,250,000 L,265,000 1,26s,000 1,26s,000
Licenses and Permits 735,523 747,54L 759,65L 77t,957
Fines and Penalties 18,500 18,500 r.8,500 18,500

I nterest 13s,000 165,000 175,000 L85,000
Grants 4,648,1,03 4,558,L03 4,468,r03 4,378,r03
Service Charges t,4s6,474 r,471,,182 r,487,250 1,502,88L
Other 850,997 847,38L 843,766 840,150
Westwoods Contribution 320,000 320,000 320,000 320,000
CIP Contribution
Fund Balance

Total 9,41,4,697 9,393,306 9,337,270 9,281-,59L

TAX & MILL RATE

Tax Levy s r23,248,753 s t28,s38,75r s L31,,747,L89 s 135,989,948

S s,ess,o37,os2 s s,s9s,600,6s9 s 3,929,642,708 s 3,966,172,862
Mill Rate 31.95 33.01 33.53 34.29

Mill Rate Change r.t6 r.07 0.51 0.76
% Change 3.77% 3.34% 1..56% 2.27%

Avg Residential Assessment s 230,632 5 230,632 s 230,632 s 230,632
Real Estate Taxes 7,367.76s s 7,613.81 7,732.29s s 7 ,901.78
Dollar lncrease 267.89 246.05 Lr&.47 175.50

Percent lncrease I I

lncrease due to High School I

ll
3.77%l
98.46

3.34%l
94.36

I

L,56'/"1

8.50
2.27%

-1".40

Debt to Budeet t0.8% ]-t.7% 11,.r% tL.t%
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TAX AND BUDGET WORKSHEET
FINANCIAL FORECAST WITH $II() MILLION BOND ISSUE (20 YEARS)

FY28l29
Proiected
Budset

EXPENDITURES

Education 88,782,033
Town 39,265,304
BOE Pensions 17L,547
Debt Service 

I

5110 Mil Bond lssue
Capital lmprcivements

7,716,509
7,955,375
4,078,062

t47,968,829Total

GRAND LIST

Real Estate 3,471,,987,047

Personal Propertv 294,926,671
Motor Vehicles 285,297,OLg

4.O52.2L0.737Total

REVENUES

Other Property Taxes 1,265,000
Licenses and Permits 784,463
Fines and Penalties 18,500
I nterest 195,000
Grants 4,288,r03
Service Charges r,518,676
Other 836,533
Westwoods Contribution 320,000
CIP Contribution
Fund Balance

9,226,275Total

TAX & MILL RATE

Tax Levy s 139,450,554

s 4,037,217,557
Mill Rate 34.54
Mill Rate Change o.25

O.74o/o%Change

Avg Residential Assessment s 234,553
Real Estate Taxes I,t01,.75s
Dollar lncrease L93.97

lncrease due to High School I 0.03
Percent lncrease

Debt to 10.


