Minutes of the Town of Farmington
Regular Town Council Meeting
January 26, 2021
Zoom Webinar Meeting due to the COVID19 Pandemic

Attending:
C. J. Thomas, Chair Kathy Blonski, Town Manager
Joe Capodiferro Paula B. Ray, Clerk

Brian F. X. Connolly
Christopher Fagan
Edward Giannaros
Peter Mastrobattista
Gary Palumbo

A. Call to Order

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

B. Pledge of Allegiance

The members of the Town Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
(] Consideration of Special Topics

1. Presentation of the Schematic Design and Project Cost Estimate for the
Farmington High School Building Project- Farmington High School Building
Committee

Meghan Guerrera, Chair of the Farmington High School Building Committee; Kathy
Greider, Superintendent of Schools; Ryszard Szcapek, TSKP Studio and Mark Garilli,
Construction Solutions Group reviewed the schematic design and project costs for the
Farmington High School building project and answered Council questions using the
presentation recorded with these minutes as Agenda Item C-1. The Farmington High
School Building Committee was scheduled to meet with the Council on February 16,
2021 to review the results of their January survey, to review the financial impact of
the project to the taxpayers, to consider possible dates for the referendum, for
discussion of the 1928 building options and for discussion on the exclusions listed in
the presentation.

D. Public Comments

The Clerk read the public comments recorded with these minutes as Agenda Item D-1
regarding appointments to Town Boards and Commissions.

John Renehan of 27 Main Street expressed how impressed by the level of commitment
and energy the Council members showed on behalf of the Town. He told the Council
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he loved Farmington’s traditions but believed the way people were appointed to Town
Committees and Commissions needed to be changed. He told the Council the Equity
Task Force was moving our Town toward being more open, transparent, and diverse,
which supported his position.

Tim Kelly of 62 Westview Terrace requested, that if the State legislators are at the
February Council Meeting, Public Comment be before they speak.

Patty Boye-Williams of 17 Westview Terrace voiced her support for the Farmington
High School project. She didn’t want the Town to spend more money on a failing
building and to benefit from the environmental improvements the new building would
bring.

Pierre Guertin of 12 Henley Commons believed it was important to bring forward a
high school project the public would support. The project needed to align with other
costs the Town was facing and fit into the Town’s overall debt service costs. He
believed discussions about the 1928 building should end, because this project was
about the future and keeping it limited the footprint for new plans for the area. He
wanted consideration to be given to leasing space for the Board of Education offices
versus the cost to renovating the 900 Building for office space.

E. New Business

Motion was made and seconded (Mastrobattista/Capodiferro) to add as Agenda Item
F-2 Executive Session Land.

Adopted unanimously
F. Executive Session

Motion was made and seconded (Mastrobattista/Capodiferro) to move to Executive
Session at 8:33 p.m. for the discussion of strategy and negotiations with respect to
pending claims or pending litigation with the Council, Town Manager and Town
Attorney present.

Adopted unanimously
The Council returned to Open Session at 9:29 p.m.

Motion was made and seconded (Mastrobattista/Capodiferro) to move to Executive
Session at 9:29 p.m. for the purpose of discussion of the selection of a site or the
lease, sale or purchase of real estate with the Town Council and Town Manager
present.

Adopted unanimously

The Council returned to Open Session at 9:37 p.m.
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G. Adjournment

Motion was made and seconded (Mastrobattista/Capodiferro) to adjourn the meeting
at 9:37p.m.

Adopted unanimously

Respectfully submitted,

Youloa b Lo

Paula B. Ray, Clerk
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Dear Town Council,

I hope this communication finds you and your families healthy and safe. | am writing to you about the
recent story in the Farmington Valley Press regrading Farmington's Historic Commission. The article
raised significant concerns and issues regarding the qualifications and process to appoint full voting
members who make important decisions about Historic District as a whole and individual properties.

As a homeowner within the Historic District, | would appreciate the full Council reviewing and explaining -
in open session - the rationale and process used for all appointments to the Historic Commission. This is
especially important due to the Historic Commission's current involvement and advisory role in
implementing the Village Center project.

Transparent and apolitical Boards and Commissions are very important to high functioning governance.

Thank you in advance for taking this request into consideration.
Sincerely,

Brian Hendrickson165 Main St Farmington, CT

Town Council Members,

Thank you for all the energy and time you invest in serving our town. Farmington is an incredible place
to live and work and | am thankful that all of you volunteer to serve as critical decision makers and
stewards of Farmington. While | hope you continue to honor our town’s incredible history, | am
reaching out to you today in hopes that you can raise the bar in how you appoint volunteers to serve on
Town Committees and Commissions. | think the current process lacks transparency and is broken.

Best in class towns, teams, companies, and organizations publicize open positions so they can attract
the most capable people. Unfortunately, when opportunities come up to serve on various Farmington
Town Committees we do not actively publicize or solicit interest from the thousands of talented
residents that live here. Too often, these decisions on appointments have been made behind closed
doors based on political party affiliation. This flawed methodology has been committed by both
Democrats and Republicans for years, and | implore you to pioneer a new approach.

When an appointment needs to be made, you should:

1. Publicize the opening & solicit interest in the position

2. Ask candidates to fill out a very simple one-page application

3. Share the list of interested candidates and applications to fellow Town Council members for
review and discussion

If you think you already follow an appropriate methodology in how you handle appointments, |
encourage you to share your approach and methodology publicly.

To remind everyone: Farmington has 21,000+ registered voters: ~7,000 are Democrats, ~5,000 are
Republicans and ~9,000 are Unaffiliated. You were elected to serve all of us, and we are counting on all
of you to appoint the most qualified people to serve on our Town Committees and Commissions.



Looking forward to hearing back from you on your plans about approaching these appointments in a
more transparent and thorough way.

Thank you,
John Renehan
27 Main St.

Farmington, CT 06032
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